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Nemo in fefe tentat defcendere, nemo. 
To Mr. Firz-Apdam.. 


AS BEG your advice and affiftance to 
eof, enable me to get rid of one of the 
moft impertinent companions that 

ever exifted.. Fhave tried every art 

and ‘contrivance in my ‘power to 

free myfelf from his odious con- 
verfation ; the creature will prefs upon my retirement, 
and force himfelf upon me in fpite of my teeth ; though 
the #éfe a téte is always the moft fhocking and unman- 
nerly you can poffi ly Conceive. The thing’ is always. 
meddling in my affairs in a manner to be quite’ intoleras 
ble ; ‘always fetting them in fuch a light, as cannot fail 
to put me out of humour; and teazing me with reflect- 


ions 





} 
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_ ions that make me weary of my life, I anti’ fure I could 


more eafily bear the fpiteful tongues of twenty witty fe- 
males at a mafquerade, than the impertinence of this 
animal for a quarter of an hour; and with concern 
I find, that the more pains I take to -free myfelf from 
him, the more troublefome he grows. 

~ Nor do I complain only for my own fake, but for 
the fakes of almoft the whole circle of my acquaintance, 
as well female as male, who in general are peftered in 
a moft unreafonable manner by this faucy intruder, whom 
all are forced to admit, though fo few care for his com- 


pany, and againft whofe prefumption no rank or digni- 


ty, no quality or profeffion, can defend them. He will 


force himfelf into the clofet, hover about the bed, and 
penetrate through-the thickeft darknefs into the deepeft 
recefs; -will travel with us by fea and land, and follow 
the wretch into banifhment. In vain does the ftatefinan 
hug himfelf in the fuccefs of his unjuft fchemes, or ex- 


* ult in the gratification of his ambition or revenge; un- 


awed by his power,, this haughty companion will check 
his career of tranfport, by placing before his eyes the 


inftability of his fituation, and the confequences of his 
actions. In vain does the flirt, or coxcomb, when alone, 
endeavour to recolle& with pleafure the badinage of the 
day ; the creature will diftucb their moft delightful re- 


veries, and by the magic of his intervention, convert all 


the imaginary agréments into vanity, folly, and loft time. 


You cannot wonder then that fo many avoid and fly him, 
and that the pannic fpread by him fhould extend itfelf 
far and’wide ; nor can you be much. amazed when I 
affure you, that it is no uncommon thing to fee men of 
fenfe and courage fly from him without reafon, and take 


refuge in thofe polite reforts, where diflipation, riot and 


luxury, 
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luxury, fecure them from his wifits, which they only 
decline becaufe it is unfathiqnable to converfe with him. 
It is furprifing what pains are continually taken, what 
contrivances have been ufed to get rid of this’univerfal 
phantom. Some flatter him, fome bully him, and fome 
endeavour to impofe upon him; but he never fails to 
detect their frauds, and to refent them with feverity. 

Tue beausand fine gentlemen feem to revere and _ 
adore him, pouring forth libations of {weet water, and 
offering him the incenfe of perfumes ; cloathing him in 
dreffes, elegant and expenfive as thofe of our lady of Lo- 

retto, practifing every art of heathen or popith idolatry, 
even torturing themfelves for his fake; but all with no 
smanner of fuccefs; for the brute in return is as unfociable 
and difagreeable tg the pretty creatures, as the moft favage 
{quire, or the moft formal pedant ; fo that fpite of their 
pretences, they are obliged to fly, as a plague, from what 
they appear moft to admire. I cannot here omit a 
whimiical circumftance in this paradoxical charatter, 
that moft people are reproached with loving him with 
the greateft partiality and fondnefs, and are greatly de- 
lighted to:hear him praifed, yet very few feek to come 
to the knowledge of him, or cultivate his acquaintance ; 
nay, the greater part try all poffible means to avoid en- 
countering him. , 

Our modern philofophers pretend by thejr fyftems to 
have filenced him, and by that means to have prevented 
his being troublefome to them or their acquaintance ; 
but how fallacious thefe pretences are, is plain from 
their avoiding all opportunities of being alone with him, 
and the confufion they exprefs whenever by unavoidable 
neceflity they are forced to it. Others, as he is aknown 
enemy to the modern elegant tables, have exerted all the 


arts 
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arts of the kitchen againft him, lengthening the feaft till 
«midnight to keep him off; but, like the reckoning, he 
appears when the banquet is over, reproaching the boun- 
teous heft with his profufion, and the pampered gueft 
with his wanton fatiety: nay, fo galling are his repre- 
henfions, and {0 troublefome his intrufion, that there 
have not been wanting inftances, even in high life, of 
thofe, who not being able to keep him off otherways, have 
called into their relief-the halter, dagger and piftol, and 
fairly removed themfelves into another world to get rid 
of him; though certain queer fellows pretend that they 
are bit, and that he has followed them even thither. 
Tue fair fex, though generally favourable to the im- 


pertinent, are fo rudely attacked by this infolent intruder, 


that to keep him off, they have ‘been obliged to call in 
to their affiftance the relief of routs, balls, affemblies, 
operas, gardens and cards; and all little enough for their 
protection. He might indeed pretend to fome fhare of 
their favour, as, like themfelves, he is a fevere cenfurer of 
his acquaintance ; but there is this difference in their ma- 
nagement, that the ladies are generally fondeft of fixing 
their cenfure on. the innocent, and their adverfary is a 
judge that condemns none but the guilty. The Buck 
and the Sot feem to be leaft affected by his importunity ; 
as the one, from his natural infenfibility, can attend te 
nothing, and the other is always afleep. 

In thecity, thofe of the middling rank converfe with 
him pretty familiarly ;. and the rich, to whom he might 
on fome occafions prove troublefome, have a charm to 
keep him off. They place a number of baggs, full of 
pieces of a particular metal, clofe together; or in their 
{tead, fome bits of paper infcribed with certain cabaliftical 
characters, which, with a Midas-like touch, they can tranf- 

mute 














No. 198. THE WORLD. 11g! 


mute into gold. By the help of this charm, though 
they do not entirely get rid.of him, they become quite 
infenfible to every thing he can fuggeft. But as thefe 
materials are not always at hand, or are applied to other 
ufes by the politer part of mankind, this magic is Not 
properiy underftood or practiced at the other end of the 
town ; though it is faid that fome particular perfons there 
had tried it with a proper effect. 

NoTrwiTHsTANDING all I have advanced of this im- 
pertinent vifitor, I cannot help owning that-fome have 
attempted to infinuate a better opinon ofhim. A cer- 
tain old gentleman, for recommending his acquaintance, 
got the title of a wife man; a name at prefent but of 
{mall confideration ; and I am told that there never were 
but feven that were allowed that title. There are indeed 
fome few perfons of high rank of both fexes, that do 
vouchfafe to commune with him; but they are fuch fort 
of folks, as are hardly fit to converfe with any but one 
another ; and very happily, one is feldom peftered with 
them at places of polite affociation ; {carce a man among 
them knowing how to make.a bett, to drink his third 
bottle, or that has fpirit to afpire at the reputation of a 
bonne fortune. ‘The ladies of this clafs are alfo fo unfit 
for the converfation of the world, that not one in ten of 
them knows how to play a rubber at whift, or dares to 
fet down toa party at bragg. © 

I nave now, fir, laid my complaints before you, and 
beg your advice how to get clear of my perplexity. My 
‘troublefome companion is, no doubt, too well known to 
you to require the infertion of his name ;_but as fome of 
your readers (particularly females) may be fubjeét to the 
‘frailty of forgetting their moft intimate acquaintance, 


I 
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d will inform them that this ghaftly phantom that intrudes 
fo impertinently upon all forts of people, this creature 
that we fo feldom know what to do with, and with f 
heartily to get rid of, is no-other than One’s Szxr, 
I am, 
SR, 
Yours, Ge. 


Timotruy Loiter. 
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